
Hello everyone! 

My name is Ishaan Srivastava, and I am a junior at Urbana High School running to be your next SMOB. 

I want to take a moment and thank the FCASC GA organizers, other candidates, and most importantly 

you all for being here. 

I’ve attended FCPS schools my whole life, and got the opportunity to participate in the many extra-

curricular programs it offers.  

However, after all these years, I have noticed two, critical, gaps: A lack of communication between the 

board of education and the students, and one between the students and the board. 

I am running to bridge that gap, and all my policies ultimately serve those 2 purposes. 

If elected I will tackle a few main policies first, starting with reversing school-start times. With an increase 

in workload, commitment and responsibilities in upper classes, we often compromise on our sleep, 

leaving the overwhelming majority of students sleep-deprived. As someone who often experiences this 

myself, I will continuously work with the board to re-adjust these times to truly account for the reality 

students are facing. 

Shifting to our student-body, more than 32%, almost 1 in 3 students, qualify for free or reduced meals. 

However, FCPS offers no county-sponsored financial aid for clubs and other extracurriculars, alienating a 

large chunk of students from participating in these activities. As SMOB, I will commit to helping those who 

need it most, and suffice for their basic educational needs.  

All these policies are issues students feel strongly about, yet there hasn’t been a clear, vocal 

communication to the board.  

Focusing on the mental health crisis, FCPS has invested in various school resources including therapists 

and psychologists, however, most students have no idea that FCPS even offers these avenues. As 

SMOB, I will spread awareness of these resources, and bridge this lagging communication gap.  

In addition to these big issues, I intend on improving our technology systems and devices, starting a 

student-led tutoring program, and hosting frequent bonding activities to build a strong and resilient 

community. 

But with all that being said, I want to remind us all of how far we’ve come. FCPS boasts great diversity, 

with over a 49% minority enrollment rate, a 93% graduation rate, and a 100% of students grades 9-12 

enrolled in an advanced course at some point.  

As a county, we have so much potential and can act on so much good, but this all requires the right 

people to be in the right positions.  

That is why I am counting on your vote this January. 

Thank you so much! 
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