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SUMMARY 

 
 
The subject property is the site for the new Middletown Elementary and Middle School along with 
associated site improvements.  The new construction may require impacts to the critical root zone 
(CRZ) that will have an effect on trees around the proposed development area. 
 
The purpose of this report is to (from a ground level and without invasive techniques) visually 
inspect and evaluate the existing champion 76” Cottonwood labeled as tree #27 on the forest stand 
delineation.   
 
DETAILS OF THE INSPECTION 

 
 
This report references existing conditions of the existing tree without evaluation of the proposed 
development at this time.  Consideration must be given to proximity of trees to structures, utilities 
and vehicles as well as property owners use of the property, exposure to prevailing weather patterns 
and susceptibility of a given species relative to fractures or root failure during weather events. 

 
76” Cottonwood – Fair/Good 
This tree appears to be maintained by a company or individual knowledgeable in tree care, 
given the cable system installed in the scaffold branches.  Documentation of the tree and 
current care would provide insight into the health over the duration of monitoring.  As the 
tree is currently, there are exposed/shallow roots that have mechanical damage likely from 



  

 
 

 

mowers.  The root flair appears to be a solid connection however, there is trunk damage 
shown in the photo.  The area does not appear to be in active decay or soft wood but wound 
closure is not observed at this time.  The damage does not appear to be impacting structural 
integrity of the trunk. 
 
The area of concern is the large cavity in the main leader of the tree as depicted in the 
photographs below.  From ground level the cavity appears to be approximately 30-40% of 
the leader diameter.  The exposed cavity is approximately 10’ in length.  The cavity and area 
of exposure does not appear to be impacting the health of the tree based on fullness of 
canopy, good distribution of small branches and twigs. 
 
 

 
 

  



  

 
 

 

 

Aside from the cavity, there do not appear to be visible health issues with the trees.  There 
were no other symptoms of heart rot, such as fungus, dried or damaged wood.  The cavity 
does not appear to be completely dried up and completely decayed.   

The tree appears to be high fair/low good condition.  Risk of tree failure could result in 
damage to the existing track or ballfield, but there do not appear to be structures, parking 
lots or high pedestrian traffic areas within the fall zone. 

The CTLA rating of the tree is in the image below. 

 



  

 
 

 

 



  

 
 

 

Site Inspections/Monitoring/Further Investigation 

 
Further investigation utilizing climbing or aerial review of the cavity along with resistograph 
measuring the relative density of wood of the tree could provide more information to find out 
where the tree is in danger of failure at a weak spot that is undetectable from visual review.  
Review of the maintenance records of the tree would also provide insight into the health of the 
tree over the years. 
 
Long Term Survivability 
 
All trees present a risk.  No tree is ever “safe.”  The Arborist Report tries to minimize impacts 
to trees by removing trees with obvious visual defects or where the impacts will be too great, 
but it should be understood every tree has the potential to cause personal injury and/or 
property damage.  When a tree is removed from a site, a new edge within the grouping is 
established and exposes new trees to hazards, such as wind, that they were previously not 
subject to.  Ultimately, it is up to the property owner to decide their risk tolerance.  These 
reports will not guarantee that the trees will not die, fall over or cause damage.   

Conclusion 

The recommendations in this report are based on tree conditions noted at the time the report 
was written.  Tree condition can be influenced by many environmental factors, such as wind, ice 
and heavy snow, drought conditions, heavy rainfall, rapid or prolonged freezing temperatures, 
and insect/disease infestation. Therefore, tree conditions are subject to change without notice. 

All information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and experience.  All 
conclusions are based on professional opinion and were not influenced by any other party. 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael Norton 

Certified  Arborist # MA-4724A 

Licensed Tree Expert #1756 


